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Upon the Ninetcenth Day of January 
1734. and the * fourth Lear ot 


his Age, 
Before Hundreds of Students of Divinity, 
in the Pulpit in the Divinity-Hall of 


the College of Edinburgh, which was 
approven of By them. 


My Text is, Women who are poſſe F with. 
an ill Spirit. 


4 


Y dearly beloved Hearers, take good Heed to 
what ſhall be delivered unto you this Day, be- 
_ cauſe there was nover ſuch a Sermon przached , | 
the Foundation of the World; I ſhall appeal the 
Truth 4 it to 3 Conſciences. I ſhall be as brief as. | 
that I may cloſe with your Time. — I 
* I ſays | 2 


's) 
I ſay, my Text is, N omen who are 
Fhirit. as a8 
"Now: ye hear, that all the Parliamer 
not contrive a worſe Text. The 8 I preachec 
at the Abby, my Text was, A Pair o s ; this Ser 
mon ſhalt be concerning the Canongalt Breeks. Some 
Times the Devil riſes in the Breeks, and never hath 
Peace till hae in Hell, or in a ſtrange Woman, whic 
is the next Door to it, which, both Solomon and I kno 
by Experieneec ; fo he ſays, Their Steps take hold of Hell. 

The Reaſon Ihave choſen ſuch a bad Text, is, becauſe 
I petitoi Magiſtrates long ago, for this Poſt 
To caſt the Devils out of Women, and this. Poſt was 

anted unto me; the next Day I went to Calder, long 
eight Miles, faſting, before Day Light, becauſe 1 heard 
that the Devil was in my Lord Torphichan's Son, and I 
knew it would be eaſter for me to caſt one Devil out o 
a Man, than it would be for me to caft ſeven Devils 
out of a Woman. 

I ſpake to his Lordſhip, and told him,. That I came 
on Purpoſe from Edinburgh, to caſt the Devil out of his 
Son, bur he did not believe that I could caſt out De- 
vils. I told him, That he was like the Lord that got 
the Gates of Samaria to keep in Time of Famine ; fo 
he deſired me to ſpeak to the Miniſters that were ga- 
thered together there, for to caſt him out; then 1 told 
him, I was not ſent to ſpeak to them; ſo he went to the 
Miniſters himſelf, and ſpake to them concerning me; 
ſo chey came to the Door where I ſtood, and looked to 
me, but their guilty Conſciences accuſed them fo, that 
they durſt not ſpeak to me, but they ſpake to his Lord- 
ſhip concerning me; but they lied unto him, and ſaid, 
that J could not caſt out Devils, ſo his Lordſhip be- 
heved them and not me. The poor Man's Wiſdom 1s 
deſpiſed, ſays Solomon. By this ye hear what Sort of 
Men the Clergy-men are ; they will neither do nor let 
do; they will not enter in themſelves, and them that 
would they hinder, as ye read. But, ſeeing I was that 
Length, I uſed all Means to get a Word of Ren 
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ſay it is ill done. 


fo I went'to an Houſe where twelve Men were watching 
a Warlock and a Witch. Hi, I examined the Witch, 
ſhe confeſſed to me that ſhe was a Witch, and ſhe gave 
me the Reaſon of it; ſhe ſaid, A brave Gentleman, in 
the Habit of a Minitter, came to her, and he promiſed 
'to make her rich, upon theſe Terms, If ſhe would 


ſerve him; and ſhe ſaid to me, that ſhe took him for 


a Miniſter, and ſhe thought a Miniſter would not lie. 
Then] went to the other End of the Houſe, toexamine 
her Husband ; he confeſt to me, That he was a War- 
lock; John, ſaid I, you that was a great Profeiſor of 


the / bigs Religion, and. was at Bot] wel-bridge, fighting. 


againſt the King, hat Iniquity find ye in God, that 
ye have left his Service, and has taken on in the De- 
vil's. O Sir! faid Joi», Are ye the Miniſter. So I 
ſaid to n, That he had much blind Zeal, when he 
went to fight againſt the King. If ir had been your 
Duty, ſaid I, do you not think that it would have — 
written down either in the Old Teſtament or the New ; 
bur it is not written down in all the Scriptures; - that 
any Man 1s either encouraged or commanded to fight 
againſt the King, be he never ſo wicked. Do ye not 
believe what the Lord faid to Samuel concerning a 
King, Altho' be ſhould take you Sons and Daughters, Men- 
Servants and Maid-Servants, and make them bis Drudges. 
Altho* be ſhould take your Fields and V ineyavds, no Man dare 
All that ye have Warrant for from the 
Word of God, is this, Ye ball cry out in that Day becauſe 
of our King. That is, to cry out againſt our Sins, that 
have brought all this Miſery upon us, but you muft not 
rebel againſt a King; ſo, John, I conclude ye have been 
ſerving the Devil all your Days. No, no, ſaid Fobn, 
it is not long ſince I took on in his Service, and Woe 
be to my Wife, ſays he, for ſhe hath the Cauſe of it. 
He blamed his Wife, as Adam blamed his Wife. This 
is a Caution to you, never take your Wite's Counſel, 
except ſhe have * Frog on her Side. | 

Then I faid to him, How came he to you, and what ſaid. 


he to you, and what did he + you? Jes laid to me, To 
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he came to him in the Shape of a bra* Gentleman, when 

be was going to a Fair in Fife, to ſell Sweet-meats, and he 
aid, 15 t would be his Servant, I ſhoulg not travel ſo far 
for my Bread, for he would make me rich, and what he 
ſaid, my Wife ſwore was true, ſhe being preſent, and the 
two perſwaded me to take on in his Service, my Eyes 


being dim, I could not ſee to travel in the Night, ſo 


I co deſcended to be his Servant, and he put one of his 
Hands upon my Head, and the other to my Feet, and 
he made me ſwear, That I ſhould be a faithful Servant 
to him; but Woe be to him, ſaid Jh, for I have ever 
fince been poorer and poorer ; He 1s nothing but a Liar, 
and my Wife had the Cauſe of it that I believed him; 
ſo ye hear, that no Man ſhould believe a Woman's 
Word, for there 1s not one among a Thouſand of them 
good, ſays Solomon. | 
Then I faid to John, You muſt get me a Word of the 
Devil your Mafter. John ſaid to me, I cannot get him 
at this Time. I faid to him, John, You muſt get me 
a Word of him, for I want him concerning my 3 
Son. No, no, ſays John, I cannot get him this Night; 
ſo ye hear, a Man will get a Word of the King, be- 
fore he can get a Word of the Devil. I deſired not to 
come Home without — Errand; ſo I went to their 
Priſon, where ſeveral Women were in it, upon Suſpi- 
cion that they were Witches. I asked at the Window, 
Who was there ? Whom did I want, ſaid they; ſaid, 
I want to ſpeak to the Witches that are there; Th: re 
is no Witches here, ſaid they, altho* we be called 
Witches. If ye will not confeſs, ſaid I, defire the De- 
vil to ſpeak out at the Window to me (this being in the 
dark Night, no Mortal being with me) but they-ſaid 
he was not there ; but they lied, for, within a few 
Days, they all died; this is the Devil's Lug that I cut 
off, that ye rcad of, both in my Elegy and Reſurrecti- 
on ch. is printed, and to be ſold by me. When 
Witches and Warlocks are cut oft, the Devil's Lug 1s 
cut off, becauſe they tell him what they do, for he 


ect kimiſelf, and what they hear "ney 
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tell him; but I know he nath much Wit; for, when 
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I was ſtudying my firſt Book, he came to me in the 
Shape of Willie Miller the Quaker, and he ſaid, The 
Scriptures are not the Word of God, as ye may read in 
my Books what I ſaid to him, and what he ſaid to me. 
If che Foundation be deſtroyed what can the Righte- 
ous do. 5 

Altho* I was faſting, his Lordſhip neither offered 
me Meat nor Drink; but if he chance to come and caſt 
him out of my Wife, I ſhall give him Abundance. It 
was a dear Travel to me; for, before TI came Home, he 
was in my own Wife; ſo I was out of the Dub in to 
the Mire : So ye hear, it is not good to meddle with 
the Devil and the Laird's Bairns. He was not only in 
my own Wife, but he entered into other two Wives in 
the Hrſt-bow, ; I know not whether all the three be 
Wirches or not, but this I know, that all the three 
wou'd ſee me at the Devil. The Copper-ſmith's Wite 
preſſed her Husband to take my Houſe over my Head, 
and he being a Copper-ſmith, ran as faſt as the Devil 
could drive him, and took my Houſe, and ordered a 
Man to throw down my Puipit, where I inſtructed the 
Ignorant. If the Copper-ſmith did Paul much Evil, 1 
think they have done me much more. We read that 
he was but abuſed by one Copper-ſmith, but I have 
been abuſed by many, both in Edinburgh and Glaſgow, 
and Perth and Leith; in all theſe Places rhe Devil had 
not ſo much Power of any to wrong me, as he had of 
them: And he entered in the Candle-makers in Lon- 
don, and he made them to make me fly the — 

And the Wife foregainſt my Honſe, ſhe preſſed her 
Husband to throw down my Chimney, and brake it, 
and put out my Fire, in the Time of Froft and Snow: 
So ye hear that I dwelt between the Devil and the 
deep Sea. I went to both their Houſes, in Order to 
caſt the Devil out of them, for well did I know he 
was in them, but they ſhot me ou: of their Houics, for 
oftering to caſt him out; becauſe, when he is in them, 


their Goods arc at Peace, as ye read, Hrath is cruel, and 


A Ner- 
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Anger it outvagiens, but who is able to ſtand before Envy? 
ſays Solomon, I believe there '1s none in the City ſo 


much envyed as I am for writing the Truth ; yet I 
ſtand, when Envy makes Minitters fall. David ſaid, 
Reproaches brack his Heart, but they will never break 
mine. I have got one of the unhappieſt Poſts in all 
the City, for it is not an eaſy Poſt to caſt out Devils; 
J had need of broad Shoulders, for I have a heavy Bur- 
den. | 
Yet I can diſpence better with all the Reſt, than I 
can do with my own Wife; for, if I chance to caſt the 
Devil out of her this Night, he will be back the Morn ; 
ſo that many Times I am made to leave her, for, 4 
contentions I fe is a ccritingal dropping, ſays Solomon : He 
ſays, I had better dwell in a Corner of the Houſe Top, than 
with a brawling Meman in a wide Flouſe : He ſays to me, 
It is better to dwell in the Wilderneſs, than with à contenti- 
ous and angry Woman. Ye will ſay, what makes her an- 
uh The Keaſon of it is, Becauſe I am not able to give 

er due Benevolence. Ye will fay, What is the Rea- 


| ſion of that? the Reaſon of it is, Becauie I am old, 


paſt Sixty three. Paul bids me give my Wife due Be- 
nevolence, but I wou'd not * his Counſel, for he 
bade me be equally yoked, but I am very unequally 
yoked,- being more than Twenty Years older than her; 
ſo I am not able to obey him. | 

My dearly beloved Hearers, I pray ye take my Coun- 
ſe), do not do as I have done, but do as I command 
por, that is, never marry a young Woman, unleſs ye 

able for her, leſt ye and the Evil of it, as I have 
done; but if ye do marry, ye mult marry ſome old chaſt 
Maiden, who knows nothing of thoſe Pranks and Pliſ- 
kies of canty Concupiſcence. I know theſe are ill to 
be had, and whoſoever findeth ſuch a Woman, findeth 
a good Thing, ſays Solomon. ; 

2.4ly, J exhorr all and every one of you, never mar 
- 2 Widow, unleſs her firſt Husband hath been an Bae 
or hanged, leſt ye find the Froſt of it, as 1 have done, 


for my Wife calls me Doctor Cold Cds; how dare any 


Woman 


Woman complain againſt me, when I have begot 15 
Children with my own Wives, beſides Baſtards. Solo- 
mon loved many ſtrange Women, ſo did 1; he was cal- 
lea wiſe, to am I called; but I know there is none of 
us hach been wiſe, otherways we would never have 
given them our Strength. My Wite's firſt Husband was 
a ſtrong able Fellow, and I am far ſhort of him, and 
becauſc of that, many Times I get my Meat thro' the 
Keck, or elſe ina riven Cog. 

I fay unto you my beloved Hearers, it is impoſſible 
for you to picate your Vives, except you be able to obey 
Paul, there is few have the Experience as I have. 60 
you muſt believe the Scriptures, and do not give your 
Strength to Women, as I have done; but take that 
Woman's Counſel ye read of, Proverbs 41, I nevcr heard 
a Woman preach ſo to a Man as ſhe did. That Text 
is contrary my Wife's Principles. Theſe Pranks haie 
not only deſtroyed me, but they have deſtroyed Kings, 
as ſhe tells you, theſe Pranks deftroyed ſtrong Sam on. 

Agur ſuid, There was four Things chat he knew not, 
the Way of an Eagle in the Air, the Way of a Serpent 
on a Rock, the Way of a Ship in the Sea, and the Wa 
of a Man with a Maid, that Woman is there called a 
Maid; bur ſhe is no more a Maid nor I am, the next Verſe 
makes it plain, ſhe is nothing but an Aduitreis Whore, 
who wipech her Mouth, and ſaich, I have done no 
Wickedneſs. e 

So yc ſimple Fools in this Congregation, you know 
not who has been in the Way before you in that Wo- 
man, neither do you know who ſhall be in the Way af- 
ter you; if any Man know, I ſhould know: But their 
Strength, Wiles and Policy, is too deep for me; her 
Mouth is a deep Pit, with her much fair Speeches ſhe 
cauſed him to yield, with the flattering of her Lips 
ſhe forced him, ſays Solomon. 

I pray you, my Beloved, go not near the Door of her 
Houle, becauſe Solomon forbids you, and I forbid you, I 
know ye that are rich, will not be hindred by any of us, 
ſo long as ye have Moncy to give the fntichriſiian Pose 
. , Vx ior 
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for a Pardon; give him Money, he will not hinder you to 
ly with your Siſter; And I ſay, all that Money that is 
iven to the Pope in this City, it belongs to the Devil : 
For Mojes tells you, that the Price of a Whore, is an 
Abomiration in the Sight of God. And Aicab tells you, 
That the Hire of an Harlot ſhall be burnt ; and if Fire 
come upon this City, the Popes have the Cauſe of it: 
But the Miniftzrs in this City, never notices what the 
Prophets ſay to them, no more than they notice a Dog's 
Bark: Ye may ſay, Satan is reproving Sin, becauſe 
I was guihy with Women. I preach by Experience as 
Solomon did, I would rather hear David and Solomon, who 
preached by Experience, than hear any Miniſter in 
this Generation ; and chem who 1s not tempted to ſome 
Sin or other, they are not worthy to mount a Pulpit, 
for there is a Neceſſity to be tempted, eſpecially for 
a Minifter, for they can never ſpeak to my Condition 
otherwiſe. And all thoſe who do not know what it is 
to be tempted, the Devil is ſure of all ſuch. I ſhall 
ſay to you before I cloſe, That the Sin of Unclean- 
neſs takes more to Hell, than any other Sin ; for when 
the Scriptures reckons up a Catalogue of Sins, ordinari- 
ly the Sin of Uncleanneſs is among the foremoſt. Petey 
A7 chiefly all unclean Perſons ſhall be puniſhed at the 
Day of Judgment, they that walk after the Fleſh, in 
the Luft of Uncleanneſs; who ever eſcape that Day, you 
that are unclean Perſons ſhall not eſcape; the Spirit 
takes Notice of you in particular. 
My beloved Hearers, I give you fair Warning, I ſhall 
alſo prophecy, if ye continue in this Sin, after ye read 
this Sermon, ye ſhall be with the Devil in a ſhort Time, 
I am now turned an old Prophet, and I am ſer up in the 
North as a Monument of Mercy, as Lot's Wife was ſet 
up in the South for a Monument of Juſtice, ſhe lived 
near the South Pole, and I live near the North Pole, 
and theſe two Poles ſhall ſooner meet, than ſome of you 
ſhall forſake that unclean Sin; can a Blackmore change 
his Colour, or the Leopard his Spots, no more can you 
leave that Sin who hath got ſuch a long Cuſtom in it. 


- Tfhall tell 
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, my Beloved, That it is more eaſy for 
ou to mortity that Sin, than to ſatisfy it; I know the 
Truth of it as Solomon did, he ſays, That there is none 
that goes unto them that return again: He ſays, It was 
more bitter than Death for him to return; and I fay, Ir 
was as the plucking out my right Eye, or the cutting off 
my right Hand, for me to return again, | 
My dearly beloved Hearers, take Hced what ye do, 
and do not give your ſelves a Cuſtom in following that 
unclean Sin, for all you that follow it, foilow the Devil, 
well do I know by fanecionce, when there was ſo many 
Devils drawing me upon a ſtrange Woman, and as many 
driving me upon her, which I ſaw when I was in 
Paris in France, when they thought to get me upon 
Duke Hamilton's Kitchen Woman, where I was won- 
derfully tempted, for to try the Difference between a 
French Woman and a Kot Woman; but I eſcaped the 
Net that the Woman and the Devil nad prepared to 
catch me, whither ye believe me or not, it is true, it was 
a greut Temptation, for ſne lay on her Back, and her 
Clothes up, at twelve a Clock at Night, no Mortal was 
in the Room but us two alone, but good and bad An- 
gels, to ſee our Behaviour; and I ko. if I had lyen 
with that Woman, I would not have come to Scotland 
to 2 to you. : 
My dearly Beloved, take my Counſel, never abide 
with a ſtrange Woman alone, either by Night or Day. 
Shall a Man take Fire in his Boſom, and his Clothes not 
be burnt, can one go upon hot Coals, and his Feet not 
be burnt, ſays Solomon. I ſay, whoſoever touches her, ſhall 
not be innocent, he ſays the ſame ; and if you will be- 
lieve none of us, you muſt go to Hell, and then ye ſhall 
be burnt, all you who burn in Luft after ſtrange Wo- 
men, for their Way is the high Way to Death, and 
their Steps take hold of Hell, as he tells you. And 7b 
tells you, that there is a ſtrange Puniſhment prepared 
for you in this Life, which is as a Foretaſt of Hell, it 
was ſtrange in thoſe Days, and it is yet ſtrange among 
Heathens, but it is now turned common among us, it is 
: Coins» 
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commonly called the Clap, or Giengore, and now un- 
der the Name of the Canongate Brecks. 

My dearly beloved Hearers, ponder his 31. Chapter, 
and lay it up in your Heart, eſpecially the 4th Verſe, 
doth he not ſee my Ways, and count all my Steps. The 
Scope of that Chapter is written for you who are unclean 
Perſons. The Eyes of the Lord arc in every where, be- 
holding the Evil and the Good, ſays Solomon. My Belo- 
ved, make a Covenant with your Eyes as b did, not fo 
much as to think upon a Maid,ye muſt not only not ſpeak 
to ſtrange Women, nor touch them, but you mult not 
think upon them. He makes it plain to you Veric 24th 
if ye forſake not this Sin, your Portion is curſed on the 
the Earth: If ye defire to be rich in this World, ye 
muſt not think upon aſtrange Woman, for by the Means 
of a whoriſh Woman, a Man is brought to a Piece of 
Bread. Gentlemen, I care not for burdening your Me- 
mory, mind what hath been ſaid, and if ye will not 
mind it, ye ſhail remember this Sermon in Hell, it ye 
do not forſake that unclean Sin. I am not an ordinary 
Miniſter, and it is not for nothing, that I am ſent this 
Day to preach to you; and if I be a Fool, it is the 
Fooliſhneſs of Preaching that ſaves them that believe, 
fays St. Paul, and who knows, but chis Sermon may prove 
a Mean to caſt the unclean Devil out of ſome of you. 

I end with a Caution, If that unclean Spirit hath 
gone our of any of you, beware that he come not again, 
with ſeven Spirits more wicked than himleif, and take 
Polleinon in you, then your State will be ſeven Times 
worlc chan it was, Matth. 12. 


The Application. 


My dearly Beloved, I exhort all and every one in 
this Congregation, That ye never follow the Example 
of a Woman; ye hear what came of Adam and his 
Poſterity, for following the Example of a Woman: 
Ye hear what came of the Tribe of Dan, for following 
the Example of a Woman, and her Example ſtands till 
this Day in the Church of Rume; the true Church of / E 
rae 


— 


ale remained pure four hundred and fifty Years, as ye 
cad, Acts 13th, then the Devil entered in an old cur- 
td Woman, and he tempted her to break the two firſt 
»mmandments at once, Judges 17th, her Sin was of a 
wofold Nature. Firſt, She ſinned againſt the Firſt Ta- 
ble of the Law in her Worſhip. 2dly She finned againſt 
he Second Table of the Law, in her Manner of Wor- 
hip. 'Thus the Devil in a Woman, debauched the 
urch, both in her Holineſs to God, and in her Righ- 
teouſneſs to Man, fo the Devil in that Woman, made 
the true Church degenerate to a dangerous Apoſtacy, 
until this very Day. The Devil knows full well, except 
he contrive Errors in the Church, he cannot carry on 
his Kingdom in this World, if it were not fo, his Plots 
would not be ſo proſperous in Miland, as now they are. 
Balaam the Devil's Prophet, makes this as plain as A B C. 
Surcly ſaid he, There is no Enchantment againſt Jacob, 
neither is there any Divination againſt J/rael, this makes 
it as plain as ABC. That to long as the Church of Scot- 
land is thus degenerate, the Devil is the Head of their 
Church, as I have proven by che Scriptures, in all my 
Eight Epiſtles, which none can anſwer ; if any ſay, 
That Halaam was lying in theſe Words, like his Ma- 
er ; 1 anſwer, All the Devils in Hell, cannot, wrong 
the true Church of God, but with her own Conſent. 
This is plain by theſe Words Balaam ſpake to Balak, he 
ſaid to him, Altho' he ſhould give him his Houte full 
of Gold, he could not go beyond the Commandment of 
the Lord. The Devil began his Kingdom 1n this 
World by a Woman, and it is carried on to this Day 


by a Woman, and her Son, both in the Church of Rome, 


and the Churches in Britain, that Woman's Son was 
the firſt that hired the Clergy to preach, he promiſed 
him ten Shekels of Silver by Year, beſides his Meat 
and a Sute of Clothes, and the poor bungery Prieſt 
was glad of it, as the Presbyterian Miniſters of Scot- 
land are, which is made plain by their ſtriving for 
a Kirk; ſo you Students of Divinity, I exhort all and 
every one of you, do not follow rhe * of 

| . that 
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" that Pricft, for f Mall affure you, if ye follow his E 


xample, ye ſhall ſurely goto Hell, not ſo much as one 
of you ſhall be ſealed to go to Heaven, which is made 
plain in Dan's Tribe, Kev. 7. Twelve Thoutand o 
the Reſt of the Tribes of [/-ae! were ſealed to go to 
Heaven, but not ſo much as one of Dan's Tribe; and 


if ye go to Heaven, that will not preach unleſs ye be 
- hired, the Scriptures are not the Word of God, and 


Chriſt hath been mocking or lying to his Diſciples, 
when he forbade them to rake Kieser for preaching; 
and he ſays, the Hireling careth not for the Sheep; and this 
makes it as plain as 4, B, C. that theſe Presbyterian 
Miniſters in Scotland are no better than that Jewiſh 
Prieft, but much worſe, othesways they would preach 
the Goſpel of God freely, as Paul did; and the Goſpel 
of God was committed to Paul's Truſt, and the Golpel 
that they preach is committed to the Truſt of the Devil, 
when it is committed to the Patron of a Pariſh ; he 
that hath an Ear to hear, let him hear what the Spi- 


rit faith to the Church of Scotland. I think, when 


theſe Miniſters in Kotland follow that Prieſt's Example, 
to preach for Money, they ſhould alſo follow his Ex- 
ample as to their Stipends: He got nothing but Ten 
Shekels of Silver by Year, and he was content: My 
Bible ſays, a Shekel is a Quarter of an Ounce Weight, 
ſo ye hear he hath not been fo greedy as the Presby- 
terian Minifters in Edinburgh, count it when ye pleaſe, 
for I think it comes only to 12 /þ. and 6 d. Sterl. and if 
theſe Miniſters be greedy Dogs, as the Scripture cs 
them, then certainly theſe Men are ignorant who gives 
it to them; for, if 1 had Power, I would as ſoon give 
them a Rope, as Judas took, who was their Ring- 
Leader. It is plain they have neither S:r.pture nor 
Reaſon on their Side, for giving them fo much. biy 
laſt Exhortaion to you Students, is this, Search the 
Scriptures, for by (roving them ye ſhail nave eternal 
Life, John 5. whether. ye think it or not, it is true; 
and if ye do not lay ro Heart what hath been ſaid to 
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end with a little Polite Philoſophy, to you that are Schollars. 


Polite Philoſophy means no more, than the Love of 
Wiſdom, and that Sort of Wiidom, which teaches 
Men to be at Peace in themſelves, and neither by their 
Words nor Behaviour, difturb the Peace of others. 

In the Court of the King of Si ih, the wiſe Horace 
en,oyed all the Delights that would have ſatisfied a ſen- 
ſaal Mir i; but it was the Uſe of theſe which ſhewed 
him a true Philolopher, he was temperate in them, 
while he poſſeſſed them, and eaſy without them, when 
they were no longer in his Power: In a Word, he had 
the Integrity of Diogenes, without his Churliſhneſs; and, 
as his Witdom was uſeful to himſelf, fo it rendered him 
agreeable to the Reft of the World. 

Ariſ.ippss had many Pupils, but for the regular Succeſ- 
fion in his School, it has either not been recorded by the 
Greek Writers, or at leaft by any of them that came to 
my Hand. Among the Romans indeed, this Kind of 
Knowledge was in the higheſt kfteem, and at the Time 
when the Common-wealth was at its greateſt Hight. 
Scipio was leſs diſtinguiſhed by the Laurels he acquired 
from foreign Conqueſts, than by the 4/yrtle Garland 
he wore as a Profeſſor in this Art. The familiar Let- 
ters of Cicero are ſo many ſhort Lectures in our Science, 
and the Life of Pomponizs Atticus, a Praxis only on po- 
lice Philoſophy. 

I would not be ſuſpected to mention theſe great 
Names, with an Intent to diſplay my Learning. Far be 
it from me to write a Satyr on the Age, all J aim at, is 
to convincethe Beaux Eſprits of our Time, That what 
I teach, ye may receive without Diſparagement, ſince 
they tread thereby in the ſame Road with the greateſt 
Heroes of Antiquity, and in this Way at leaſt, emulate 
the Characters of Alexander and Ceſar; or, if thoſe 
old faſhioned Commanders exite not their Ambition, I 


will venture to allure you, That, in this Tract nlp, x | 
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ſhall be able to appproach to Honour, and for the ful - 


ture, conſider me only as a School-Fellow playing th 
Maſter, that ye may the better conquer the Difficultic 
of my Task, which, for my own Sake, as well as yours 
T haveput on. Let me put you in Mind, you Student 
That Reaſon, however antique you may think it, is: 
Thing abſolutely neceſſary in the Compoſition of hin 
who endeavours at acquiring a philoſophical Politeneſs ; 
'o 1 exhort all and every one of you, to receive it as: 
Maxim, that without Reaſon, there 1s no being of a 
fine Gentleman; however to ſoften at the Time that 
ye yield to the Conſtraint, I tell my blooming Audience 
in this Houſe with Pleaſure, that Reaſon, like a Fop's 
under Waiſt-Coat, may be wore out of Sight, provided 
It be worn at all, I ſhall not quarel with them, tho? 
Vivacity, like a laced Shirt, be put over it to con- 
ceal it; for, to purſue the Compariſon, our Minds ſuffer 
no leſs from Indiſcretion, than our Bodies from the In- 
juries of the Weather. 

Next to this, another Qualification muſt be acquired, 
and that is Calmneſs of Spirit; fo I exhort all in this 
Univerſity, That ye order your Converſation as becomes 
the Goſpel of God, and not after the Traditions of Men, 
I am not ignorant that there are many in the World, who 
look on this as a Topick below their Notice; Religion 
ſay they, with a Sneer, is the Companion of melancholy 
Minds; bur for the beſt Sort, it is III Manners to men- 
tion it among them; be it ſo, but give me Leave to add, 
That there is no ranker Specics of ill Breeding, than 
ſpeaking of it Sarcaftically, or with Contempt. He that 
hath Kegard to a Man, would ftart at the Thoughts 
of ſaying a baſe Thing of his Father before him ; 
and yet what a Diftance 1s there between the No- 
tion of a Father and a Creator; ſince therefore 
no further Arguments are neceſſary to prove the Incon- 
ſiſtency between Railery and Religion, what can be 
more cogent to a polite Man than this, ſhewing that 
ſuch Diſcourſes of his would be mal a propos. I uſe 


theſe Words to let you know I have been in Paris. 
| Thus 
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Thus much for you, who might be guilty of Unpolite- 


neſs, with refpect to Religion, a Fault unaccounitably 
common in an Age which pretends to be ſo polite. 

As to Religion, or rather Tenets is Religion, Men 
are generally warm in them, from one of theſe two 
Reaſons, Tenderneſs of Conſcience, or a high Senſe 
of their own Judgment. Men of plain Parts, and ho- 
neſt Diſpoſicion, look on Salvation as too ſerious a 
Thing to be jeſted with ; a polite Man therefore, will 
be cautious of 3 upon that Head, becauſe he 
knows it will give the Perſon to whom he ſpeaks, Pain, 
a Thing ever oppoſite to the Character of a polite 
Philoſopher. The later Reaſon which I have aſſigned 
for Mens Zeal in religious Matters, may ſeem to on 
leſs Weight than the Firſt, but he who conſiders it at- 
tentively, will be of another Opinion. Men of ſpecu- 
lative Religion, who are ſo from the Conviction rather 
of their Heads than their Hearts, are not a Bit leſs ve- 
hement than the real Devotces: He who ſays a flight 
or a ſevere Thing of their Faith, ſeems to them to have 


thereby undervalued their Underſtanding, and will con- 
ſequently incur their Averſion, which no Man of com- 


men Senſe would hazard for a lively Expreiſion, much 
leſs a Perſon of good Breeding, who ſhould make it his 
cheif Aim to be well with all. 

As a Mark of my own Politenefs, I end with a Poem 
to you who take Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs, bur I 
know that there are but few.of you that will underſtand 
it, eſpecially your Profeſſor. 


Erene and mild we view the Evening Air, 

The pleaſing Picture of the ſmiling Fair; 
A thouſand Charms our ſev'ral Senſes meet, 
Cooling the Breeze with fragrant Odours ſweet ; 
Bur ſudden, if tlie ſable Clouds deform 
The azure Sky, and threat the coming Storm, 
Haſty we fly, c'er yet the Thunders roar, 
And dread what we fo much admir'd before. 
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The Undifcreet with blind . run 


Into one Fault when they another ſhun. 


Secure thy Soul, preſerve a conſtant Frame, 
Throꝰ every varying Scene of Life the ſame. 
Like ſome grave Natron of a noble Line, 
With awful Beauty, does Religion ſhane. : 
uſt Senſe ſhould reach us to revere the Dame, 
ior by imprudent Jeſts to ſpot her Fame. 
In common Life you'll own this Reas'ning right, 
That none but Fools in groſs Abuſe delight ; 
Then uſe it here, nor think our Caution vain, 
To polite Men, who ſhould not be profane, 
Our Follies, when diſplay' d, our ſelves afright, 
Few are ſo bad's to bear the odious Sight. 
Mankind in Herds, thro* Force of Cuſtom ſtray, 
Miſlead each other into Error's Way, 
Purſue the Road, forgetful of the End, 
Sin by Miſtake, and without Thought offend. 


A Part of this Sermon was preached in the College- 


Hall in Edinburgh, on the 19th Day of January 1734, 


before Hundreds of Students in their Pulpit, at the ſame 
Time there were two Students preached after me, but 
they read their Sermons off a Paper, but I preached as 


the Spirit moved me, one of them they called an /- 


* Man, whoſe Name, as was ſaid to me, was Mack- 
gal, he condemned the four Miniſters that was voted 
out of their Kirks ; when the Blind leads the Blind, they 
ſhall both fall in the Ditch. When I heard him I went 
off, having enough of him, and all ſuch like. I know, 
J am envied by theſe Minifters, becauſe I do not cry 
them up, as David was envied by Saul, becauſe the Wo- 
man cried up him; but ye have heard in this Sermon, I 
have not given Women Reaſon to cry me up, I confeſs, 
I A 2 ſo Lag down, till I grew old, and 
not able for them, neither did Solomon.” 1 IW 
a * 6 JY 60 
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